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April showering with produce
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APRIL UPDATE

Although the weather in the UK has 
improved over the last few weeks as we 
head into Spring, the growing regions 
of Europe have all been affected by 
terrible weather conditions, which has 
had a significant impact on availability 
and will continue to do so into at least 
part of April.

With this in mind, we will start off with 
Salads as this category has seen the 
majority of the impact.
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SALADS

Our Spanish growers have had nearly 
two weeks of torrential rain which has 
caused major crop losses and quality 
challenges.

In addition, there have been haulage 
strikes in Spain due to the current level 
of fuel costs, this has resulted in very 
little produce getting out of Spain. 

Then to top it all off, Morocco has 
banned the export of Tomato, which 
the UK heavily rely on at this time of 
year, to ensure stock levels can cope 
with the commencement of Ramadan 
at the beginning of April, they use it in a 
soup dish called Hariri.

We have had a tough time with Salad 
over the last couple of weeks, with a 
number of different elements 
contributing to what can only be 
described as a perfect storm, for both 
availability and therefore pricing.

The start of the Dutch season and some 
early UK produce will help but it is clear 
that Salad will have a tough month 
ahead. Our buyers will continue to do 
their best to make sure we have enough 
to go around.

On a more positive note, we move on to 
what’s new in season this month - 
Asparagus.  Officially this seasonal 
delight starts on St George’s day 23rd 
April.  But we are already seeing some 
super quality coming through from the 
Wye Valley & Vale of Evesham.

Jersey Royals – the first of the tunnel 
grown produce are now with us and as 
usual stock is limited, but this is a must 
for your spring menus.

Availability and pricing will ease the 
further into April we go, we will also 
have an alternative at end of April with 
the first Cornish available.

Wild Garlic – there is a good supply of 
wild Garlic to tickle those taste buds 
from our friends in Cornwall.

Keep an eye out for Isle of White 
Heritage Tomato which should be 
available around the 3rd week of the 
month.
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There is still a very good supply of 
Belgium Conference pear and the 
arrival of South African Packham Pear 
will back this up.

Spanish season for Oranges and 
Lemons is still going strong and we will 
be seeing some Southern Hemisphere 
fruit coming through at the end of April 
and into May.

The Spanish & Italian Blood oranges 
will finish this month so make the most 
of them whilst still around.

Melon – The Brazilian season has now 
finished so we have Watermelon from 
Costa Rica and both Galia and 
Cantaloupe from Honduras, we should 
see the start of the Spanish by end of 
the Month.

VEGETABLES
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LOOK OUT FOR

Asparagus

Purple Sprouting Broccoli

Strawberries

Wild Garlic

Watermelon

Jersey Royals

Potato stocks remain good in the UK.

Carrot options remain plentiful for this 
month and overwinter Cauliflower is 
still of good quality.

Purple Sprouting – vibrant, colourful, 
and more importantly LOCAL (from the 
Vale of Evesham).

Be sure to check out our website & sign up to your local depots mailing list

Broccoli quality and availability have 
been hit with the current issues seen in 
Spain so be mindful when planning 
your menu.

Root Veg of Celeriac, Parsnips, and 
Swede all remain good value for this 
month.

Spanish and Italian Broad Beans have 
started and we will see Fresh pea in a 
couple of weeks’ time.

Spanish Onions will be coming to an 
end during April, we would generally 
replace these with Chilean for a couple 
of months but please be mindful with 
the current cost of shipping these will 
be expensive.

Apples – we will see the English 
Braeburn coming to an end this month 
and the continued struggles of the 
British Bramley as mentioned in 
previous reports.

French Apple will be in good supply for 
the rest of this month, and we will see 
some Southern hemisphere produce 
coming through.

Berries – We are now fully in the 
Spanish season for Strawberry, 
Blueberry, and Raspberry.  However, 
we will see some early English 
Strawberries starting up late in the 
Month as well as produce coming from 
Holland.

Stone Fruit – the first of the early 
Spanish Cherries, Nectarine & Peach 
will start arriving around mid to late 
April with more available as we move 
into May.


