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Total Produce Local Market Report  // April 2021

Spring Gems On The Horizon

OVERVIEW
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APRIL UPDATE

VEGETABLES

This month we will be giving our 
catering chums a “socially distanced” 
hearty welcome back, with Covid 
restrictions gradually lifting and this 
could not be a better time when it 
comes to some real seasonal delights .

Throughout April we will see the 
emergence of some real nuggets of joy 
which will give the menu planning 
chaps a welcome headache. It is all 
about the summer produce calendar 
slowly opening to provide a multitude 
of UK and homegrown produce, all  
positively bursting with flavour!  
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Spring is in the air and we all have good 
reasons to be more cheerful about the 
months ahead!  As a result, here are 
some things to whet your appetite and 
to help you plan your menus.

This time of year sees the seasons 
change and so over the coming month, 
we will see much more exciting UK 
grown produce.

Read on to see what’s in store. As Nessa 
from Gavin and Stacey would say 
“What’s occurring”!

So many things happening in the world 
of spuds, it would be rude not to start 
here! 

First of the Tunnel Jersey Royal 
Potatoes will be arriving shortly, but 
please remember the early ones are 
always expensive!  These will come 
from the covered crops, so expect to pay 
hefty bucks until the outdoor harvest 
begins in earnest. 

Later this month the first of the 
Cyprus Potato will be available.  
Grown in distinctive golden soil which 
really enhances the flavour, they will 
boil, chip, roast, and make a quite 
sublime mash. 

General Potato varieties are still 
plentiful with prices remaining low.

Really good quality bunched Beetroot 
coming out of Spain.  Some stunning 
Italian Romanesco on the market, a 
bit pricey but good quality.

Good Purple Sprouting but prices 
are high and as soon as we have a 
prolonged period of good weather, the 
quality will drop.  UK quality is in good 
supply but the quality is average.  
Tender Stem Brocolli is a great 
alternative.

Portuguese Hispi (Pointed Cabbage) 
are excellent.  Cornish Spring 
Greens are available but very limited 
supply.  UK Strawed Carrot will 
finish towards the end of the month 
followed by imported.  This time of year 
usually brings a shorter shelf life so 
beware.

Broccoli is very expensive, this is due 
to the limited planting back in 
January/February. This situation 
should correct itself by the middle/end 
of April. UK season will not kick in until 
mid-May at the earliest.

Also, a few pesky pitfalls to be aware of 
so please read on or shall we say…. next 
slide, please!    



Be sure to check out our website & sign up to your local depots mailing list
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Cyprus Potatoes 
(Spring Crop)

Tunnel Grown Asparagus 

Jersey Royals 

UK Salads 

UK Tomatoes 

UK Strawberries 

Spanish Cherries 

Italian Broadbeans

Look Out For

Forced (pink) Rhubarb will finish at 
the end of March/Start of April. We will 
start the outdoor green rhubarb soon.

Cheddar Vale Strawberries & other 
UK-grown Strawberries will start in 
early April, we’ve already seen a few 
superb-looking local Strawberries from 
Warren’s Farm. We will also have 
Belgium 500g punnets.

SALAD
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FRUIT

Grapes from Peru will be the best 
option in the coming month or two, as 
well as Peruvian Easy Peelers.

Depending on the weather in Europe, 
we may see some stone fruit coming 
through. Spanish Lemons are 
plentiful.  Italian Kiwi is forecasted to 
have a difficult harvest.

Blood Oranges have all but finished 
and will not be back until the end of the 
year.

We will gradually transition on to UK 
whole head salads throughout the 
month mainly in the form of Iceberg, 
Cos and Flat Lettuce.  

There are predicted to be fewer 
English Tomatoes around this year, 
our suppliers suspect this is due to 
reduced planting because of Covid.  
However, UK Tomatoes are due in 
the next few weeks, as well as 
homegrown Cucumbers.

Spanish Salads are still running with 
Dutch also starting, but prices are high.  
We should see the Spanish start to 
decline and the Dutch become more 
plentiful by the middle of April.  

Some really nice Italian/Spanish 
Globe Artichokes and Rainbow 
Chard on the market.

We’ve been told to expect a shortage of 
Ready to Eat Avocadoes as the 
month goes on, this is due to lack of 
supply coming through.

Spanish Cherries will also be 
available towards the end of the month 
which can be a real showstopper!  UK 
Apples have now finished, and 
European supplies will start to come to 
an end.  South African product will start 
to arrive this month and prices will be 
firm but quality excellent.  

Other products to look out for 
throughout the month are Packhams 
Triumph Pears, Brazilian Galia 
Melons and perhaps some Spanish 
Apricots towards the end of the 
month.  

EXOTICS

Quality is always an issue when seasons 
change over.


